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Education Bill A "National Defense Education Bill" has been intro- 
Introduced By duced in the Senate and House by Senator Lister Hill, 
Two Democrats chairman of the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 


which has jurisdiction over education bills in the 
Senate, and by Representative Carl Elliott, chairman of the House Subcommittee on 
Special education. The identical bills are S. 3187 and H.R. 10381. 

The two Alabamians and their staffs spent many weeks writing the legislation, 
which apparently stands a good chance of being the Democratic reply to the Adminis- 
tration's education proposals. The new programs recommended for the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare by the Administration are set forth in identical 
bills S. 3163, introduced by Senator H. Alexander Smith of New Jersey, and H. R. 
10278, introduced by Representative Carroll D. Kearns, of Pennsylvania. (See 
President Eisenhower's Education Message, this Bulletin, Vol. VII, No. 5.) 

Senator Hill's committee, now holding hearings on the subject of science and 
education for national defense, has invited the American Council on Education to 
present testimony later this month. Representative Elliott's committee, which is 
continuing the hearings on bills authorizing student aid which began last August, 
heard a Council witness on January 8. (See this Bulletin Vol. VII, No. 2.) 

Senator Hill and Congressman Elliott have issued, along with their press re- 
lease, the following detailed information: 


EXPLANATION OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE EDUCATION BILL 


To strengthen education at all levels, the proposed bill provides stimulation 
and assistance in various categories, as follows: 


For Students 


(1) National Defense Scholarships -- 40,000 new scholarships of $1,000 each 
are granted each year for six years to high school graduates selected on merit by 
State commissions, with special consideration to students with superior capacity 
and preparation in science, mathematics, or modern foreign languages. Each re- 
cipient of a scholarship who maintains proficiency in his studies will receive 
$1,000 for each of his college years. By the fourth year of the program, 160,000 
college students will be receiving scholarships annually. A total of 240,000 stu- 
dents will receive scholarship grants during the six-year program and its subse- 
quent three-year phaseout, at a total cost of at least $960,000,000. 

The purpose of these Federal scholarship grants is to reward merit, proficiency 
and ability, and to stimulate students during their early high school years to do 
their best and take the hard courses. They will also stimulate parents to insist 
that high schools give science and language courses, etc. and employ qualified 
teachers. 

20,000 additional scholarships, to be granted on a similar basis, are author- 
ized for the first year of the program to students already attending college, at 
a cost of $20,000,000. 

(2) National Defense Student Loans -- $40 million is authorized for each of 


six years for loans to needy college students in amounts not exceeding $1,000 per 
student per year. Preference is given to students whose academic background 
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indicates superior capacity and preparation in science, mathematics, engineering, 
or foreign languages. The loan is repayable at % interest, starting one year 
after completion of higher education, and must be repaid within ten years. If, 
however, the borrower serves as a full-time teacher, the loan is cancelled at the 
rate of 20) for each year he teaches. Thus in five years as a teacher, the stu- 
dent-borrower will have had his college loan wholly forgiven. 

(3) Work-Study Program -- Grants totaling $25 million for each of six years 
are made to institutions of higher education to provide needy under-graduate stu- 
dents jobs in the institution, to the maximum extent practicable in work relating 
to their studies. The preference concept in regard to science, mathematics, etc., 
is followed. The institutions match the Federal funds on a 50-50 basis. 

(4) Congressional Citations -- Congressional citations for outstanding 
scholastic achievement are awarded annually to high school graduates throughout 
the country who rank scholastically in the highest 5 of their graduating class. 


(5) Fellowships --1,000 fellowships in the first year and 1,500 in the five 
succeeding years will be granted graduate students who are preparing to become 
teachers in colleges and universities. Fellowship stipends for living expenses 
are paid for three years on a rising scale, plus additional amounts for each de- 
pendent. An individual awarded a graduate fellowship is also paid amounts neces- 
sary to cover the cost of instruction at the institution he is attending. 

(6) Expanded Vocational Education Program -- An authorization of $20 million 
a year is made available to the States to encourage the further promotion and 
development of area vocational education programs in occupations essential to 
national defense. The allocation of these funds guarantees immediate expansion of 
vocational training for technicians and needed skilled workers. 


For Teachers 


(1) Summer School Courses -- Grants amounting to $75 million a year are made 
in each of six years for paying teachers who take advanced studies in summer ses- 
sions at institutions of higher education. Each teacher selected by his State 
educational agency to take such courses receives a stipend of $75 a week plus $15 


_& week for each dependent. In selecting teachers, special consideration is being 


given those seeking advanced studies in science, mathematics and modern foreign 
languages. 

(2) Extension Courses -- Grants of $25 million a year in each of six years 
are made teachers who take advanced studies in extension courses offered in insti- 
tutions of higher education. Such teachers receive stipends of $7 a day for each 
day they attend such courses with a ceiling of $56 per month. 

The purpose of these two programs is to improve teachers' knowledge of sub- 
ject matter that they teach and to assist them to obtain higher academic degrees 
and thus qualify for higher salaries. 

(3) Institute in Guidance and Counseling -- For contract arrangements with 
institutions of higher education million is authorized for each of six years 
to provide for summer institute courses to secondary school teachers in the 
counseling and guidance of secondary school students, particularly emphasis on 
gifted students. Stipends of $75 a week plus $15 per week for each dependent 
are paid teachers attending these courses. Tuition and fees are also paid for 
by the Federal government. 


For Teaching Facilities 


(1) Grants of $40 million to be matched on a 50-50 basis are made annually 
for six years to State educational agencies for the acquisition of science or 
language teaching facilities (laboratory equipment, ete.) for use in elementary 
and secondary public schocls. This helps schools to obtain equipment needed in 
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| laboratory work for physics, chemistry, biology, and languages. 
(2) Grants of $40 million for each of six years are made to institutions 


of higher education to pay SOp of the cost of acquiring science and language 
teaching facilities to be used primarily for undergraduate students. 


State Educational Agencies 


(1) Guidance and Counseling -- Grants of $15 million for each of six years 
are made to State educational agencies to assist in establishing programs of 
guidance and counseling in secondary schools, to identify students with outstand- 
ing mental ability, advise them of courses of study, encourage them to complete 
secondary schooling, and to take the necessary courses for admission to college, 
and enter college after completing secondary schooling. 

The guidance and counseling program is the foundation on waich are based the 
later scholarship, loan and other financial aid programs for students. Once a 
gifted student is identified and properly guided through high school, he will 
qualify to compete for the scholarships and, when he enters college, be prepared 
to go forward developing his talents to the maximun. 

(2) Science, Mathematics and Language Consultants -- Grants of $10 million 
for each of six years are made to State educational agencies for programs to make 
available to science, mathematics, and language teachers in secondary schools in- 
formation about advances of knowledge and current teaching methods, devices, and 
textbooks in their fields. This program will strengthen high school teaching of 
courses in these important subjects, and thus assure that students taking such 
courses as a part of their college preparation will have the benefit of the best 
possible instruction. 


For Research and Experimentation 


(1) Institute for Research and Experimentation in New Educational Media -- 


An institute is created in the U.S. Office of Education for research and experi- 
mentation to develop and evaluate projects involving television, radio, mocion 
pictures, and other auditory and visual aids which may prove of value in State 
and local and educational agencies and institutions of higher education. Grants 
in aid may be made to public or non-profit private agencies or contracts may be 
made with such agencies for this research. 

(2) Materials Adapted to New Educational Media -- The Commissioner of Edu- 
cation will acquire motion pictures, kinescopes, video tapes, film strips, slides, 
recordings, magnetic tapes, radio and TV scripts, etc. for adaptation, to be made 
available upon request to State and local educational agencies. 

For these two programs, $5 million is authorized for the first year and $10 
million for the succeeding five years. 


For Science 


(1) SeLentific Information Service -- The National Science Foundation will 
establish @ vitally needed Science Information Service to provide for indexing, 
abstracting, translating, and disseminating scientific information, of both domes- 
tic and foreign origin, either by the Service itself or by grants or contracts 
with private non-profit organizations, professional associations, or Government 
agencies, 

The bill also establishes a National Advisory Council on Science and Edu- 
cation consisting of a Commissioner of Education, the Director of the National 
Science Foundation, and 12 members appointed by the President by and with the 
advice and the consent of the Senate. The members shall be broadly representative 
of the organizational and professional interests in science and education and of 
the public. 
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Project Begun In ; The Council has named Mrs. Opal D. David, of Wash- 
_Women's Education ington, as director of a three-year project financed 


by a $75,000 grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc., 
that will offer clearing house and consultative service in the area of women's 
education. 

President Arthur S. Adams said the project, to be conducted by the Council's 
Commission on the Education of Women, will encourage study of the effectiveness 
of educational programs for women in the light of research and changing conditions, 
and publish information in the area of study. 

Judge Mary H. Donlon, of the U. S. Customs Court, New York, chairman of the 
commission, has called a meeting in Washington February 14. The group was estab- 
lished in 1953 “to explore the current long-range educational needs of women re- 
sulting from changing social conditions and their expanding responsibilities in 
family, economic and community life." 

Mrs. David was formerly assitant to the director of the Washington Office of 
Public Administration Clearing House, and has wide governmental experience in- 
cluding work with the Civil Service Commission, the Foreign Economic Administra- 
tion and the Department of Commerce. She studied at Antioch College and George 
Washington University, receiving her degree in political science from the Univer- 
sity. She has done graduate work at American University. 


Committee Disapproves Several bills introduced in the House and Senate 
Science Academy Bills during the early days of the Second Session of the 

&th Congress have proposed variously a United States 
Science Academy (Anfuso--H.R. 9610), a United States Academy of Science (Mrs. Kee-- 
H.R. 9672), a United States Armed Forces Science Academy (Mrs. Rogers--H.R.9712), 
and a National Science Academy (Gore--S. 2967). 

One bill proposes that students at the United States Academy of Science shall 
be known specifically as "science cadets." Most of the sponsors propose, as does 
Congressman Anfuso, that the Academy shall be established in the Department of 
Defense “to trainselected men and women, to be known as cadets, in the field of 
science or engineering for service as officers or employees of the United States." 

Typically among the various bills, the applicant must be 17-25 years of age, 
and would be required to show that he is qualified by passing an examination 
“prescribed and supervised by the National Science Foundation, or by any other 
agency or commission established by the Secretary of Defense and designated by 
him to conduct such examination." Each Senator and Representative would nominate 
not to exceed 10 persons, who "shall be eligible to take a competitive examination 
which shall be held annually." The number allocated to each state would be pro- 
portional to the representation in Congress from that state, and appointments 
would be "in the order of merit established by the examinations." Upon graduation, 
the cadets would “be appointed as officers or employees of the United States in the 
field of science and engineering for which they were trained." 

The Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal 
Government, meeting January 14, voted unanimously to oppose with vigor legislation 
that would create a United States Science Academy. 

The House Committee on Armed Services and the Senate Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare, to which the several bills have been referred, have asked for a 
report on them from the Defense Department before deciding on hearings. 
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